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World milk output reached 811 million tones in 2017, 1.4 percent
higher than in 2016. Across geographic regions, milk output

expanded in Asia, the Americas and Europe; stagnated in Africa;
and declined in Oceania.
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In Africa, milk output was estimated at 45.7 million tones, almost unchanged from 2016, with higher outputs
iIn South Africa, Algeria and Tunisia largely offset by lower production in Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia and
Tanzania.
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In Oceania, milk output declined by 2.9 percent in 2017 to 30.7 million
tones. In Australia, milk output continued to suffer from dry weather that
affected pasturelands in some highly productive dairying regions;
however, the dairy herd was in recovery. New Zealand’s 2017 milk output
declined by 1.1 percent to 21.3 million, as a result of an unfavorable
weather that went from being cold, wet to occasionally dry.
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In South America, milk
output rose by 2.7
percent to 61.8 million
tones in 2017. Most of
the main milk-producing
countries (Brazil,
Colombia and Peru)
reported higher milk
volumes. In Brazil, the
strongest support to
milk output expansion
came from increased
milk productivity, while

the dairy herd stabilized
at about 40 million. A
rise in internal demand.
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In Canada, milk output expanded, supported by higher production quotas allocated to provinces by the
government under its managed production system as demand for milkfat from milk processors rose. In
Central America, milk output increased by 1.1 percent to 17.6 million tones. Mexico, the largest milk producer
in Central America, continued to add more genetically improved animals and use better feed management
practices, but the biggest thrust came from increased demand for fluid milk from the processing industry.
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Europe’s milk output increased by 1.3 percent to 224
million tones. In the EU, a small increase in milk
productivity per animal enabled milk output to be
positive while the EU-wide phosphate reduction plan
led to some reductions in the number of dairy cows.
Milk output in the Russian Federation increased, as
dairy farming became profitable for the first time in
several years, supported by higher investment as
well as farm consolidation and improvements in farm
management practices.
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In Asia, milk output rose by 1.9 percent, principally
contributed by India and Pakistan, compensating for
declines in China and Turkey. India’s output expansion
was mainly a result of rising numbers of dairy animals,
as yields continued to rise slowly reflecting the limited
availability of quality feed and fodder, estimated at 10
percent of the national requirement. China’s milk output
declined for a second successive year, as expansions in
the large, organized sector were Inadequate to
compensate for reductions in the smallholder sector.
Smallholder dairy farmers who could not cope with the
costs of relocating away from urban centers and areas
designated as environmentally sensitive
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« Dairy farming and dairy industry in Iran ; A. Beldman, S. van Berkum, H. Kortstee, J. Zijlstra
Wageningen Economic Research

« Tetra pack 2018 Dip Seminar

« Dairy Market Review, April 2018. FAO, Rome.
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